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n the feast of St. John Marie Vianney we honour 
our priests, and on the feast of Sts. Joaquim and OAnne we honour our parents and grand-parents. 

St John Marie Vianney reminds the clergy to be 
committed shepherds in the pastoral care of  the people 
entrusted to their care. What does it mean for priests to be 
called “Father?” For Catholic priests, celibacy is not just a 
question of remaining unmarried or avoiding women and 
children. It is not an end in itself. It is a gift that is to be 
used to attain an end, which is service to the kingdom of 
God. It becomes meaningless if it does not express the 
priest's total dedication and commitment and his 
availability to 
God, and to his flock.

On the feast of Sts. Joaquim and Anne, parents 
celebrate their biological fatherhood and motherhood 
blessed through the Sacramental union as spouses. It is a 
reminder to parents to not only celebrate their parenthood, 
but a solemn reminder of the sacredness of their calling to 
make this world a better place by the proper upbringing of 
their children entrusted to their care. In his recent 
document Pope Francis states, “Families cannot help but 
be places of support, guidance and direction, however 
much they may have to rethink their methods and discover 
new resources.  Parents need to consider what they want 
their children to be exposed to, and this necessarily means 
being concerned about who is providing their 
entertainment, who is entering their rooms through 
television and electronic devices, and with whom they are 
spending their free time.  Only if we devote time to our 
children, speaking of important things with simplicity and 
concern, and finding healthy ways for them to spend their 
time, will we be able to shield them from harm.  Vigilance 
is always necessary and neglect is never beneficial”. 
(Amoris Laetitia (AL), # 260)  

 The family is the first school of human values, 

where we learn … (AL #274). In our families we learn 
values, and the basics of living.  Our values are what we 
draw on to cope with the ups and downs of family life. Our 
behaviour is motivated by the values we have imbibed 
over the years in our families. To the measure we love, 
trust, adjust, appreciate, listen, pray and communicate 
depends the strength of our family bonds. 

What values hold your family together? 
What values do we hold now and what do we 

want to pass on to the next generation? When we start 
thinking along these lines it is likely that most families 
will come up with a fairly common set of principles. For 
instance, most would say they support one another, trust 
one another, care for each other when things get tough, 
share their resources and make sure everyone in the 
family is safe.

There are lots of things we can do to make our 
families work well. We can learn how to communicate so 
that our messages and feelings are understood and we in 
turn understand how other people are feeling and what 
they are trying to tell us. Parents need to spend time and 
have a regular one-to-one with their children, not 
forgetting that spousal communication is of prime 
importance. We need to have good family rituals to make 
sure we get the opportunity and time to talk to one another. 
For example, family meal time is a good time for bonding, 
regular family fun time gives time to members to relax 
and play together, family prayer time gives family 
members the opportunity to share each others concerns 
and pray for each other.

Both priests and people are called to holiness. In a 
parish, the priests are shepherds tending their flock. In a 
family, both parents need to lead by example in building 
stable, loving, happy and holy families built on the values 
of Christ and modeled by our patron Saints. 

  

~ Fr. Cajetan D. Menezes
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1) FR. DONATH D'SOUZA
- SVP – O.L. Salvation (Thu) Group

- Senior Citizens

- Legion groups (Mon. & Thu)

- Catholic Sabha (BCS)

- Prison Ministry

- Care & Comfort Ministry

- Inter-Religious Dialogue 

2) FR. LAWRENCE D'SOUZA
- Sunday School 

- English prayer groups

- Liturgy team

- All Choirs

- Divine Mercy

- Intercessory group

- RCIA Team

3) FR. JOHN RUMAO
- Collection Counting Team

- Bible cell

- Christian Meditation group

- Civic & political Cell

- SVP (St. Francis Group)

- Host Makers Team

4) FR. CAJETAN MENEZES
- Family Cell

- Pre-Baptism Ministry

- Communication Cell 

- YCW

5) FR. BARTHOL MACHADO 
(PARISH PRIEST)

- SCCs Steering Cmte

- Ushers

- Community centre (CCO) 

- Medical and 50+  care centre

- A.A. & Al – Anon groups

- Women's Cell

- Workers personnel

- General administration

6) FR. MICHAEL MARTIRES
- CLM Groups (Women 

[English & Konkani] & Men)
- Konkani prayer groups 

- Eucharistic ministries

7) FR. XAVIER RODRIGUES 
- Youth Group

- Altar servers

- Parish Altar Care Team

- Lectors

- Senior care ministry

- Decoration Team 

- Priests' Kitchen 

- Mass Appointments
- Children's Parliament
- Hope and Life Movement

PORTFOLIO OF PRIESTS 2017-18

SCC ZONES 

Mathew – Fr. Lawrence Mark – Fr. Barthol
Luke – Frs. Xavier and Donath John – Fr. John & Fr. Michael (Konkani)

DUTY DAYS

Fr. Xavier – Monday & Wednesday

Fr. Lawrence – Tuesday & Friday 

Fr. John – Thursday 

Fr. Michael – Saturday

Welcome to Rt. Rev. Bishop Barthol Barretto new bishop in residence in Salvation Seva Kendra

Farewell and thank you to Fr. Vinay Kamath for his service to our parish

Welcome to Rev. Frs. John Rumao and Xavier Rodrigues to our parish and wishing them a fruitful ministry

Congratulations! To Rev. Fr. Barthol Machado for getting elected as Dean of North Bombay Deanery
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esterday was the birthday of our younger 
son, Derek. So, for dinner, we had one Ytomato. I had gone to the market and 

selected the tomato. It was not the best tomato, but 
nearly the best. The best costs Rs. 40 per kilo, this 
cost Rs. 38. I had picked it from a pile of tomatoes, 
carefully studying the texture of its skin and testing 
its ripeness. The vegetable vendor has said: “You 
have selected a very good tomato, sir. And it is a 
bargain. Soon this also will not be available, what 
with the fresh burden on the corporate sector in the 
new industrial policy.”

The wife had wondered whether she should 
boil it or scramble it in eggs. “Naturelle will be the 
best. The children who have forgotten what a tomato 
tastes like, will experience its original taste.”

So there we were, sitting at the birthday 
dinner, with the tomato. There were, of course, other 
dishes, but the tomato was the main item.

The wife asked: “Shall we have the tomato 
first or as the dessert?”

“Let us have it as an entrée.” I said. My elder 
son, Darryl, said: “I am not going to have anything 
else. I will only have the tomato.”

“I said: “Now there is not that much tomato 
that you can only have it and fill yourself. It is only a 
medium sized tomato and everybody has to share it, 
not just yourself. After all, it is not even your 
birthday.”

Derek said: “It is my birthday, so I should get 
the largest slice of the tomato.”

The wife said: “Everybody will get equal 
shares. And those who do not eat the rest of their 

From the archives

food will not get their 
share.”

My dog, Bolshoi 
the Boxer, who was also 
participating in the 
birthday dinner, asked: 
“Do I also get a chance 
t o  p a r t a k e  o f  t h i s  
wonderful fruit that you are tal
king about?”

“It is not a fruit, it is a vegetable,” I corrected 
him. “And it is the most expensive vegetable in the 
world, more expensive than Brussels sprouts. As a 
rule, dogs are not given expensive vegetables, but 
you may have a little of it.  And I hope you 
appreciate that.”

“Will you carve the tomato, please,” the 
wife said, passing the dish with the tomato in the 
centre, and a large carving knife and fork on the 
side, to me.”

“I think Derek should cut it, since it is his 
birthday,” I said. “And we will all sing Happy 
Birthday while he does so.”

It was a nice tomato, we enjoyed it very 
much. Afterwards, Derek asked me: “When will we 
eat a tomato again?”

“I do not wish to raise any false hopes in 
you,” I said, “so I will only say I do not know. May 
be one day, perhaps when Mr. Chandra Shekhar or 
Mr. V.P. Singh become prime minister once again.”

~ July 26, 1991
Busybee

An Exotic Tomato Dish

GOD BLESS DEAR FATHERS

Warm greetings for Vianney Day to all the parish fathers. 
We thank you for all that you do for us. 

We love you and prayer for you. 
God bless you always –

Greetings from B.O.M., Parish Pastoral Council 
and all the faithful of Our Lady of Salvation Parish
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positive people and the destitute.
Our journey was filled with anxiousness 

and thrill.  We were going to visit the orphans 
and the underprivileged who were given 
shelter by the Sisters of Missionaries of Charity 
belonging to the order of St. Mother Teresa.  
We had been told that the little ones were 
mentally challenged and depended on the 
others for almost all of their daily activities.  
We were wondering how we would be 
interacting with them and reach out to them.

We reached Ashadaan at around 10.30 
a.m. and were filled with curiosity as we 
entered the Home. Sr. Padma warmly 
welcomed us and was willing to guide us 
through the whole orphanage. We were happy 
to see that the place was huge and well-lit, 
clean and airy, and divided into four halls for 
the inmates according to their age group.

We first entered the hall for the little 
children up to 12 years old.  We were amazed at 
how active they were.  They came and shook 
our hands and wished us.  We danced and sang 
many nursery rhymes with them.  There were 
also a few handicapped children, and even 
though they couldn't enjoy dancing and 
singing, their beautiful broad smiles were 
enough to brighten up even the gloomiest day.

We then headed to the hall for the 
children in their teens.  Here we came across 
children with different talents despite their 
handicap.   They all sang with us.  Oh! What 
beautiful voices!  We also painted their nails 
and tied colourful ribbons to their hair which 
made them happy.  There were a few girls who 
had made various greeting cards, ear rings and 
had put it up for sale.  Of course, we bought 
quite a few of them.  How could we resist such 
a beauty?

The hall for the seniors was active as 
well.  Here we met the elderly who were found 
lost on the streets and brought in by the 
authorities so that they would be lovingly 
looked after in their sunset years.  They were 

Senior Care Ministry

The “Senior' Care Ministry” was started 
in our Parish on the 29th of June 2006, by our 
then Parish Priest, Fr. Felix,  to fulfil a crying 
need of the growing number of housebound 
senior citizens in our Parish.  The day the first 
meeting was held,  was the feast of Saints Peter 
and Paul and very appropriately, as Jesus 
visited the home of St. Peter's mother-in-law 
who was sick, and she was miraculously healed 
by Jesus.   

Our mission is to reach out to as many 
sick and housebound senior citizens. Our 
activities include visiting those who are sick 
and terminally ill, at home or in hospitals. We 
also visit the housebound parishioners living 
alone, and, if need be, accompany them to the 
doctor, help them to purchase the prescribed 
medicines, run errands and arrange any other 
help they may need so as to improve the quality 
of their lives.   

We have identified around 120 sick and 
housebound parishioners in our parish from 
the data collected from the parish office and 
Eucharistic ministers.  At present we are  a 
group of 24 members who carry out weekly 
visits and report our work during the meetings 
held on the third Friday of every month.  

As part of our activities, we conduct 
outreach programmes like get-together of the 
housebound in our Parish Hall, visit Homes for 
the Aged  and try to bring cheer into their lives. 

A Life Changing Experience
th11  June, 2017, a day that inspired us, a 

day that astounded us, a day that changed our 
outlook.  

Excitement poured into us as the day 
dawned.  We knew it was going to be great.  
We, the members of the St. Augustine 
Community No. 1, Mathew Zone, gathered 
together at 9.30 a.m. to visit the Orphanage, 
Ashadaan, at Byculla, Mumbai, a Home for the 
abandoned, specially-abled children, HIV 
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happy to see us and joined enthusiastically in 
singing the hindi songs of the 80s and 90s.  

Last we visited the hall to meet the 
children who went to special schools.  They 
enthralled us with their singing and dancing 
and shared their school experiences with us.  It 
was heart warming to see them encouraging 
each other to sing and dance.  We were so taken 
up with them that we lost the measure of time 
and had to be literally dragged out of the place. 

In conclusion, I would like to mention 
something what touched us the most --- their 
bright smiles.  Even though some of them were 
bed-r idden,  even though they were 
handicapped, they did not quit smiling that 
broad, ear-to-ear smile.  We saw rainbows on 
that stormy day.  God has blessed us with 
everything, yet we are unhappy and do not see 
the good in what we have.  This visit surely 
changed our lives and the way we think;  it 
taught us to love and share and be thankful for 
all the blessings in our lives.  We promised to 
visit them again and keep them in our prayers 
always.  We also made a handsome donation 
with a prayer that this small gesture of ours 
would bring them abundant blessings.

I would like to thank the core group of St. 
Augustine Community for giving us an 
opportunity to experience this memorable day 
and hope to have more and more of such 
experiences which will enrich our lives and 
give a new meaning to it.

~ Velika D'souza

The Annual Parish Talent Contest 

What better way to brighten a dull 
monsoon evening than with the sounds of 
music!!... Ably organised by the St Joseph's 
Choral Society, the genre for the Parish Talent 

thContest held on Saturday 15  July  2017 was 
“Classical”. Performers aged three upwards, 
regaled the audience with a variety of pieces 
from popular light-classical Musicals, Operas 
and other compositions. The little ones were 
really cute – some being brave, others stage 
naturals and were encouraged by loud cheers. 

There were children who having debuted a few 
years ago as nervous little ones, now 
commanded a hush with their blossomed 
talent. One could foresee an encouraging 
musical future in many of the children. The 
more mature performers carried a noticeable 
experience of music with them and listening to 
them was delightful. The favoured instruments 
this year were the piano and violin. Judging the 
performances were a trio accomplished in the 
world of music & song: Ms Jennifer D'Souza, 
Ms Minaish Doctor & Mr Averell DeSouza. “A 
high standard of music”, was how one of the 
judges described the evening and all 
commended the performances acknowledging 
that it “takes a lot of guts to perform on stage 
when being judged”. Our parish priest Fr 
Barthol who spent the evening encouraging the 
performers with his presence, encouraged 
more participation in the coming years. Our 
Parish Talent Contest is a fantastic platform not 
only to showcase musical talent but also to 
build confidence and presentation ability. So 
parents, do encourage your young singers and 
musicians to take to the stage the next time 
around... the next Talent contest is just a year 
away. Here's hoping to have even more 
musical talent on stage. Congratulations to all 
the performers and keep singing & playing. 

The trophy winners and prize winners 
are listed here below: 

Fabian Fernandes Memorial Trophy 
Best Individual Performance 

(Vocal or Instrumental) 
in the Age Group upto 16 years

Jared Murzello 

Alec Mendoza Memorial Trophy 
Best Individual Performance 

(Vocal or Instrumental) 
in the Age Group 16yrs to 30 Yrs

Christine Pinto 

Donald Mendonca Memorial Trophy
Best Individual Performance 

(Vocal or Instrumental) 
in the Age Group  30 Yrs and Above

Elizabeth Dias



Dr. Celestine Olivera Memorial Trophy
Best Duet

Aislyn Murzello  & Jared Murzello

The Paula Nazareth Memorial Award
Most Outstanding Performance by an

Individual / Duet/Group Vocal or Instrumental
Jared Murzello

Group 'A' Upto 8 years Vocal
st1 Shezanne Sequeira

nd
2  Alden Sequeira

rd3 Eldrick D'Souza / Derrick D'Souza

Group 'B' 8-12 Years Vocalst
1  Mayrah D'Costa

nd
2  Riya Lemos

rd3  Aaron Lemos

Group 'C' Upto 12 Years Instrumental
st

1  Mayrah D'Costa
nd2  Tanya Deshmukh

rd
3  Aster D'Sa

Group 'D' 12-16 Years Vocal
st1  Nicolan Mendes
nd2  Jared Murzello

rd
3  Carlin Pereira

Group 'D' 12-16 Years Instrumental
st1  Jared Murzello
nd

2  Jairo D'Costa
rd3  Justin Fernandes

Group 'E' 16-20 Years Vocal
st

1  Melissa Cardoz

Group 'F' 20-30 Years Vocal
st1  Christine Pinto

nd2  Danica Machado

Group 'F' 20-30 Years Instrumental
st

1  Shanaya D'Souza

Group 'G' 30 Years and Above Vocal
st1  Elizabeth Dias 

nd
2  Garfield Mendonca

rd3 Shannon Mendonca

Group 'J' Duets Vocal  Open
st

1  Aislyn Murzello & Jared Murzello
nd

2  Aleesha Vaz & Evelyn Vaz

~ Nisha D'Costa

Parents Day Card Making - 2017

At the Children's Parliament meet held 
th

on 15  July 2017, all child leaders were told to 
organise a card marking activity in their 
communities as part of preparations for 
Parent's Day celebration. The children's 
groups across all zones met in their 
communities and prepared the cards. It was a 
lovely sight to see children gather together and 
use their creative talent to prepare greeting 
cards for their parents. These beautiful cards 
were then presented by the children to their 
parents on Parents Day - 26th July 2017.

I am so thankful to the Priest in charge & 
the core team of Children's Parliament for the 
support& encouragement given to us in 
making this Parent's Day meaningful. We hope 
to see more number of children taking part in 
the upcoming activities. 

~ Starzelle D'souza, Child leader – 
Community No. 21

[ A very warm welcome to Fr. 
Xavier Rodrigues, who took 
charge as Spiritual Director 
of the Children's Parliament 
this year. We take the 
opportunity to thank Fr. 
Barthol Machado for his 
guidance & support during the last year. 
Special thanks to the core team of the 
Children's Parliament (Alfred Nogueira, 
Lavina Pednekar, Salvation Fernandes & 
Perpetual Dias) for their involvement & 
commitment. Request the parents to kindly 
encourage their children to join in the 
activities conducted by the child leaders in the 
community. 

~ Siena D'souza 
(Lay Head – Children's Parliament)]
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